FRENCH  POLITICAL  THOUGHT
of the spell cast on young minds by that jealous goddess, of
that (to us) naive conviction that the master-key had at last
been found which would open all the hitherto closed doors of
the universe, not only of the purely material world but also
of the human, Man in fact would soon be found to be but
a slightly more complex fragment of that material world,
ultimately explainable in purely mechanical terms. And here
young Taine joined young Renan, both echoing Comte : it is
inconceivable that in a world which is so obviously ruled by
the law of cause and effect, every phenomenon being really
determined by that from which it came, man alone should be
an anarchy. The laws governing the physical universe have
been discovered, those governing human action must exist
and can be discovered: the science of sociology but waits to
be formulated.
To this determinist, mechanistic science of man was opposed
an individualism well calculated, in most cases, to excite in a
scientist exasperation or contempt. The individualist seemed
to move in an unreal world, in which man could work out
his own destinies uninterfered with either by the physical
universe around him or by his fellow-men; he appeared to
ignore a thousand facts—inequalities of all sorts, dependence
on the past, solidarity with the living, limitations of time and
space—which any careful observation of conditions around him
would surely have revealed to. him. That liberty of which he
prated was simply an ostrich-like attitude to life.
Between such a science and such an individualism re-
conciliation was scarcely possible, and the apparent anarchy
of 1848-1849 was, not unnaturally, to discredit further the
" unscientific " a -priori philosophy of liberty, equality and
natural rights. Order had to be reintroduced into chaos, and
although the Second Empire was scarcely an ideal system of
scientific authority it was better than nothing.
Our study of Renan and Taine has shown, however, that
with the course of years the links between Science and political
reaction were to slacken and finally disappear. Science dis-
covered that, however desirable it was to establish order in a
chaotic world, she needed above all things freedom in which
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